who were the two stupidest kings of Poland? Sobieski and I"
(Both had rescued Austria, and both got ingratitude for their re-
ward.) Thenceforth the Russian motto became: "The road to
Constantinople lies through Vienna/5 and from this moment dates
that hostility of Russia and Austria but for which the World War
would never have happened, though on the other hand German
unity would never have been achieved.

Given, however, that a policy of perfidy (and the phrase is
anyhow a pleonasm at bottom) is to be observed, then at least it
should have been energetically pursued. But Austria's lukewarm-
ness put her in the bad books of the Western powers also; she had
not the courage to " stab in the back," but she fussed as though
intending to do so, ruined her finances with costly troop-move-
ments, and lost more soldiers by cholera than she would have done
in a war. " The good Austrians," said Bismarck in a letter of
1853, " are like Bottom the weaver in Midsummer Night's
Dream" It had been her tradition and practice from the time of
Joseph II to try to put everything into her pocket, to make preten-
sions on all hands, but to concede nothing to her rivals; in this
case she did not want Russia to play the principal role in the
Balkans, or Prussia in Germany, or France in Italy, but desired it
for herself in all three cases.

One of the reasons why peace was reached relatively quickly               The

was the change which took place in Russia, in 1855 when Nicho-
las I died suddenly and was succeeded by Alexander II, the
" Liberator of the Serfs," one of the noblest and wisest rulers of
his time. He issued a general amnesty, reduced the army, pro-
moted the development of a railway system, reformed the courts,
withdrew the upper schools from Church supervision, and granted
his people a sort of self-government through the Duma (an assem-
bly of city deputies) and the Zemstvo (an elected council repre-
sentative of the provincial circles). But his greatest deed was the
abolition of serfage, by which in 1861 more than twenty-one mil-
lion peasants obtained their freedom; till then there had been on
an average fifty serfs to one " owner of souls." His motives were
from the head as well as the heart; " It is better," he said, " that
we should do it from above than that it should happen from below."
The exceedingly unwise Polish outbreak of 1863, however, brought
him nearer to the Old Russian party: on this occasion Prussia
earned the gratitude of Russia by closing her Polish frontier. None
the less, he planned to give the Empire a general constitution,
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